Portable Appliance Testing Regulations

The Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (Application outside Great Britain) Order 2001 

If you're not sure if your business comes under UK Health and Safety laws this is the document for you. 

The Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 

This is a fairly general document about electrical safety. Most people will find part 2 the most relevant. 

The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 

Part 2 of these regulations is probably the most important (part 1 being an introduction). This is where it talks about an employers responsibility to make sure that any equipment their employees use is safe. This includes suitability for the task, correctly maintained, clearly marked and that employees are trained to use the equipment for whatever task. Most relevant to portable appliance testing though is item 6, which states that equipment must be inspected regularly. 

The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 

This is quite a general regulation which talks about the responsibility of the employer to provide a safe environment, and of employees to alert management of any Health and Safety concerns they may have as well as working sensibly. It also goes into the special considerations that need to be made about some employees. 

